
To Learn More About The Asilo-
mar Weekend & Other Great 

Books Events 
Visit www.greatbooks-sf.com.   

While at that site, sign up for the 
Northern California Great Books 

Electronic Newsletter. 

Held annually for 50 years at the Asilomar Conference Center in Pacific 
Grove on the coast between Monterey and Carmel, the Asilomar Great 
Books Weekend includes four Great Books discussions, a reception for 
first time attendees, and entertainment and a party on Saturday evening.  

It is a weekend not to be missed and long to be remembered. 

T H E  G R E A T  B O O K S  C O U N C I L  O F  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  

P R E S E N T S  

The Asilomar Great Books 

Weekend 
April 16 — 18, 2010 

S E R V I N G  N O R T H E R N  
C A L I F O R N I A  

W W W . G R E A T B O O K S - S F . C O M  

Reading Selections 

Selected Poems:  This year’s selections of poems are by Gerard Manley Hopkins, W. S Merwin, Carolyn Forchѐ, 
Robert Hayden, William Matthews and Poet Laureate Kay Ryan. 

Beloved, Toni Morrison: Set shortly after the Civil War, Beloved presents a troubling picture of the dehumanizing ef-
fects of slavery.  Morrison addresses such universal themes as the importance of family and community, the quest for 
identity and the very nature of humanity.  This is one of the great novels of the late 20th century.  

Idols of the Mind, Francis Bacon:  In this very short reading, Bacon outlines and describes four barriers to clear thinking.  
His ideas came from the early Enlightenment but they are as relevant now — and as worthwhile to read and discuss — 
as they were nearly 400 years ago. 

Copenhagen, Michael Frayn: During WWII German physicist Werner Heisenberg went to Nazi-occupied Denmark to 
meet with Danish physicist Neils Bohr.  But why did he go and what did they talk about?  No one knows, but Frayn’s 
thought provoking play offers some speculations that are sure to make for great discussions.   

Asilomar is for Families: 
Please contact Sherri Kindsvater at Kindsvater@aol.com or  
916-852-0615, for more information and for special discounted 
family rates . 

Sign Up Early 
Save $10.00 Per Person by Registering before January I, 2010 

Arrival and Departure:  If possible, you should arrive at Asilomar between 3:00 & 5:00 PM on Friday, April 3.  Your de-
parture will be after lunch on Sunday the 5th. 

Cost:  The costs shown include lodging, six meals and books (which will be mailed the first week of January).  Costs 
vary according to lodging preferences and assignments.  The historic buildings are older buildings, many designed by 
architect Julia Morgan.  Their rooms are often smaller but all of these buildings have undergone remodeling in recent 
years.  The availability of rooms in the historic buildings is limited.  If that is your preference, sign up for Asilo-

mar as early as possible.  All rooms have private baths. 

Refunds:  Cancellation notices postmarked before February 1 will receive refunds less $50 for book and handling costs.  
Cancellations after that date will receive no refunds. 

Added Attractions:  There will be a Reception & Orientation for Newcomers late Friday afternoon and on Saturday 
evening, a party with entertainment, refreshments and a good time for all. 

Box Lunches:  Box lunches are available instead of lunch at the dining hall on Saturday and Sunday, but must be or-
dered when you register. 

Free Time:  You will have free time on Saturday afternoon for visits to nearby attractions or to spend as you please. 



(Please print or type.) 
 

Name (s):__________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
Number of people registering 
with this form: 

 
Mail Readings To: 
 
Address:__________________________ 
 
City______________________________ 
 
State: _____ZIP________________ 
 
Phone:_______________ 
 
E-Mail:___________________________ 
(Optional for receiving Great Books News) 

Make checks payable to: The Great Books Council of San Francisco 
Mail your completed Registration Form and check to: 
 
Sheri Kindsvater, Registrar 
10820 Glenhaven Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

 
Contact kindsvater@aol.com or call 916-852-0615 for additional infor-
mation. 

Lodging Options — Please Check Preference  

 Standard Rooms 

(Costs per person) 

Cost  

Single Room (1 Person) $518.  

Double Room (2 Persons) $364.  

Multiple Room(3 or 4 Persons) $304  

Total Payment (Cost x Number of Persons):   

 Late Charge:   For registration after 3/6/09 add $ 10. 

Historic Rooms:  I request a less expensive historic room 
based on availability.  The  difference in cost will be re-
funded to me once historic rooms have been allocated.  

 

Families:  Call 916-852-0615 for information on discounted family 
rates.  

I wish only to share a room with (name of roommate):  

Please Check Applicable Boxes:  

I am willing to share a room with someone of your choice  

I wish to be in the same discussion group as my roommate.  

I do not wish to be in the same discussion group as my roommate.  

I wish to receive vegetarian meals.  

I am disabled and require a first floor room.  (We will try to accommodate your needs.  
Transportation by jitney service is available on the Asilomar grounds.) 

 

This is my first time at the Asilomar Great Books Weekend.  

I request the following number of box lunches for Saturday lunch               and /or  Sunday lunch.         

Contact me about receiving or offering a ride to Asilomar.  

If you are registering after March 6, 2009 
please call 916-852-0615 to verify that 
space is available.  Note:  A late charge 
of $10 per person will be made after 
March 6th.  

Registration Form 

 

Register Early: Mail your Registration Form before Jan 1, 2010 and deduct $10.00 from the costs shown  
below. 


