
For more information about Great 

Books and to sign up for our free 

electronic newsletter, visit our 

website: 

www.greatbooks-sf.com 

Or contact Jim Hall at: 

jimsrhall@earthlink.net 

707-583-8227 
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In Great Books we read a wide vari-

ety of classic and modern fiction, 

nonfiction, poetry and drama.   

Then, in friendly but lively discus-

sions, we express our ideas and 

benefit from the insights of  others. 

To experience a Great Books dis-

cussion first-hand, come to one of 

the annual events that is described 

briefly in this brochure, or visit a 

group that meets near your home. 

The Great Books Council of San 

Francisco is an all-volunteer organi-

zation.  For more than fifty years we 

have been affiliated with the Great 

Books Foundation begun by Robert 

Maynard Hutchins and Mortimer 

Adler at the University of Chicago in 

1947.  We sponsor special events, 

coordinate the activities of discus-

sion groups throughout northern 

California, and provide training for 

discussion leaders. 
 

 



Wine Country Mini Retreat  

Saturday October 2,   

$30 per person  

An ideal one-day introduction to 

Great Books discussions. 

Poetry Weekend  

Westminster Retreat, Alamo 

November 2010.  (Dates and addi-

tional details to be announced.) 

Discover the pleasure of reading 

and discovering the meanings of 

great modern and classic poems. 

Long Novel Weekend  

Saturday August 21, 9:00 AM to 

Sunday, August 22, after lunch. 

$160 per person. 

Walker Creek Ranch, Marin County 

near Petaluma. 

Spend a weekend in a quiet, rural 

setting and enjoy three discussions 

of The Magic Mountain  by Thomas 

Mann. 

Leader Training Workshop  

Saturday, May 15  

9:30 AM to 4:30 PM.  $25  per person 

Rossmoor, Walnut Creek 

New and experienced leaders are invited 

to share techniques for leading excellent 

book discussions.  Engage in lively prac-

tice sessions. 

The Great Books Council of  San Francisco  

Special Events in 2010 

San Francisco Mini Retreat  

Saturday, February 6, 

9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

$30 per person 

Mechanics Institute Library 

57 Post Street, San Francisco 

A discussion of Joseph Conradôs 

Heart of Darkness followed by viewing 

Francis Ford Coppolaôs film  Apoca-

lypse Now . 

Asilomar Great Books Weekend  

Friday April 16, 4:30 PM to 

Sunday April 18, after lunch. 

Prices range from $304 to $518 per  

person depending on room selection.   

Lodging, six meals, books and the Saturday 

evening party are included.  Family rates are  

available. 

Asilomar State Conference Center, Pacific Grove  

 

Four Discussions:  

Selected Poems:  Poems by  Gerard Manley Hop-

kins, W. S. Merwin, Carolyn Forchⱪ, Robert Hayden, 

William Matthews and Kay Ryan. 

Beloved  by Toni Morrison 

Idols of the Mind by Francis Bacon 

Copenhagen  by Michael Frayn 

 

Annual Meeting and Picnic  

Sunday, June 13, Noon 

Potluck Lunch.  No charge. 
With a picnic BBQ  and book discus-

sion in Tilden Regional Park, Berkeley 

and our annual meeting, this is always 

a summertime favorite. 


